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MEMBER FOR HILLARYS 
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal — Personal Explanation 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [2.59 pm]: Mr Speaker, pursuant to standing order 148, I seek your 
consent to make a personal explanation on a matter that the Premier raised about me in question time. 

The SPEAKER: Proceed. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I do not want to indulge the house for too long. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The Premier suggested during question time that I had somehow made an 
application to the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal — 

Point of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, it is the practice and convention of this house that personal explanations are 
listened to in silence. 

The SPEAKER: Personal explanations have to be heard in silence, members. 

Personal Explanation Resumed 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As I said, the Premier made an allegation that I made an 
application to the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal — 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Speaker, as someone who was regularly a victim of standing order 148 whilst in 
opposition, I draw your attention to the specifics of that standing order. It says that a member can make 
a statement about his own behaviour but he cannot reflect on any other member of the chamber in making his 
statement. As a regular victim of standing order 148, that should be strictly adhered to. 

The SPEAKER: I agree with the member that it is not a chance for debate but a chance to talk about something 
that has been said — 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No. It is about his behaviour. 

The SPEAKER: Wait a minute. I have still got my L-plates on up here. It is not an opportunity to debate 
something that has already been said in the chamber today. 

Personal Explanation Resumed 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I do not wish to debate the issue; I want to explain 
something, as I said. I was accused of making an application to the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal. I have not 
made that application. This matter has been publicly ventilated. When it was, I explained why I had not made 
that application. I had not made that application because I did not intend — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, the personal explanation is to be heard in silence. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I did not intend to become redundant at the election in March; I did not become 
redundant at the election in March. I call on the Premier to withdraw that remark. 

The SPEAKER: Now you are debating the point. That is it. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: You’ll be going on a family holiday soon. 

The SPEAKER: And you will be going on a holiday soon too. I call you to order for the first time, 
Minister for Water. 

Just before we continue, during question time, the call is not given to the first person to stand; it is given to the 
first person to stand and say, “Mr Speaker”. You can stand but if you do not address the Speaker, you do not get 
the call. If you are late on your feet twice in one day—I am not looking at anyone in particular—you do not get 
the call. I say that just so that everybody knows what will happen. 
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